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New media is a broad term in media studies that emerged in the later part
of the 20th century. For example, new media holds out a possibility of on-
demand access to content any time, anywhere, on any digital device, as well
as interactive user feedback, creative participation and community
formation around the media content. Another important promise of New
Media is the “democratization” of the creation, publishing, distribution
and consumption of media content. What distinguishes new media from
traditional media is the digitizing of content into bits. There is also a
dynamic aspect of content production which can be done in real time, but
these offerings lack standards and have yet to gain traction.

Most technologies described as “new media” are digital, often having
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characteristics of being manipulated, networkable, dense, compressible,
and interactive. Some examples may be the Internet, websites, computer
multimedia, computer games, CD-ROMS, and DVDs. New media do not
include television programs, feature films, magazines, books, or paper-
based publications — unless they contain technologies that enable digital
interactivity.
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